
Country profile:

USA
Points to ponder:

· First you must answer a few very simple questions about the universities you are considering and you must know yourself and your wishes thoroughly!  (make sure you have completed the “My Personality” section of TCCi).  With over 3000 universities in the US – there are at least 5 to 7 that will be good matches for you…

· Geographically where do you want to go to school?

· How big of a school would you like to attend?

· City / urban / rural / suburban population?

· How much time do you want to spend studying and how much time do you want to spend socializing?

· Do you want to have a specialized school (art/music/business)?

· What is your grade point average / what is your SAT score? (See http://www.internationalcounselor.org/College%20program/sat_i_verbal_scores_for_entering.htm for details

· After answering the questions, you have a number of places to go to start your search.  See below:

· Make a list of at least 15 – 20 schools that fit your criteria

· Check out these schools on TCCi

· Browse these school’s websites (www.braintrack.com) 

· Write a letter of inquiry to each school

General requirements:

· Diploma: Accepts US and IP Diploma. You may earn credit for AP or IB courses taken in high school. See AP and IB websites for details. 
· Testing: Many will want either the ACT or SAT. More Selective colleges will also require SAT Subject tests. We Recommend taking the SAT in May or June. Register with Ida. Info: www.collegeboard.com
· List of colleges requiring SAT Subject Tests: 

· http://www.compassprep.com/admissions_req_subjects.aspx
· Language proficiency: Must demonstrate Language proficiency. Most popular ways are TOEFL and IELTS.
Research tools:

Searchable databases
· www.tcci.naviance.com
· http://www.campusdirt.com 

· College Board  www.collegeboard.com which has a good college comparison tool
· Best 331 Colleges  (just take out the “best” and this is a great site) http://www.princetonreview.com/college/research/rankings/rankings.asp?rankings=0&menuID=0&search=0
· http://bestcollegepicks.com/ 

Opinions

· See notes on Ranking QuickGuide…
· Also check out the College Prowler series (we have many in the counseling office): www.collegeprowler.com
· Fiske Guide to Colleges offer in depth profiles as does Yale Daily Student guide to Universities. Many more in the book shelves. 
· About the process: www.pbs.org/tenstepstocollege/admissions.html
· Campus tours: http://ecampustours.com/ 
· Message boards at 

· www.collegeconfidential.com or www.review.com may be helpful. 
Notes for citizens:

You may be eligible for in-state tuition at public universities if you can demonstrate residency. See: www.collegeboard.com/about/association/international/residency.html 
Notes for non-citizens:

· Do not focus on the rank of a university. Focus on what it can offer you.
· Although the sticker price may shock you, rest assured many may offer you scholarships if financing is an issue. See your counselor. 

· Student VISAS: Each spring the US consul will come to SAS to help you with the process. See: http://educationusa.state.gov/
Financial aid/Scholarships:

· www.fastweb.com
· www.collegeanswer.com/paying/scholarship_search/pay_scholarship_search.jsp. 
Application process and timeline

· Grade 11 2nd semester: Research colleges and develop a list
· Summer: Visit colleges if possible

· Fall: Apply to colleges

· www.commonapp.org

Zen and the Art of University

The real University is a state of mind. It is that great heritage of rational thought that has been brought down to us through the centuries and which does not exist at any specific location. It's a state of mind which is regenerated throughout the centuries by a body of people who traditionally carry the title of professor, but even that title is not part of the real University. The real University is nothing less than the continuing body of reason itself. R. Prisig
Most colleges will require:


An application and fee


An Essay


One teacher recommendation


One Counselor recommendation


Why you want to go to that college


SAT results


TOEFL Results
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