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	Prepositions


prep·o·si·tion  n.
A word that indicates the relation of a substantive to a verb, an adjective, or another substantive. 

I'm not sure I understand that definition, but it doesn't matter. Our only interest in these little words is how they can help us in finding subjects--or, better said, in how they can show us what can't be the subject.

A phrase is a group of words. A prepositional phrase is one that begins with a preposition, such as at, before, beside, between, by, during, for, from, in, over, under, with. You get the idea. If you find a word in a prepositional phrase (e.g., "in the doghouse," "across the street," "under the house"), it can't be the subject. 

So when you have trouble finding subjects, just get rid of the prepositional phrases. That will narrow your search to what's left. Take a look at the following: 

1. During the football game, I snuck into the kitchen. 

2. The scraps from dinner were in the garbage. 

3. Except for ol' Doc, no one was at home. 

4. With one nudge, I pushed the can on its side. 

5. Until the end of the game, I could snack on the scraps with no fear of interruption. 

See how easy it is to spot the subject once you cut the stuff that can't be one? Pretty simple, but it may come in handy when we get to subject-verb agreement.

How about a "Self-Test" to see if you really understand. 

Think you understand prepositional phrases?

List the prepositional phrase(s) you find in each of the ten sentences below. If there is more than one, separate each one by a comma and a space. 

1. Upon my arrival, I was whisked into a secret chamber.

 2. I can't complete the report without the information. 
3. Who says you can go around the world in eighty days? 
4. Come into the garden with me. 
5. She wanted to go to the movies. 
6. The girl from Pampa left her purse in the writing lab. 
7. The stories in that book were translated by my professor. 
8. She was looking for a man with money. 
9. That picture behind my desk used to hang in the bedroom. 
10. With a gleam in his eye, Big Dog snatched the pork chop. 
