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	Consistency


I'm not much for dictionary definitions, but the one for consistency is a good starting point: agreement or logical coherence among things or parts. The "things or parts" that we're going to talk about here are verbs and pronouns. The "agreement or logical coherence" that applies to them is really pretty simple--so simple that you might overlook it in your writing. 

Verbs: tense

To make sure your verbs are consistent, just check their tense (the time they refer to). If you're writing in the past tense, for example, don't shift into the present unless you've got a logical reason to do so. If you do, you may confuse your readers about when something happened or something is happening--and you'll be having a problem with consistency. Look at these examples:

1. When Peggy was a pup, she was so uncoordinated that she often falls down. 

2. Big Dog barks at the moon, and Peggy crawled through the bushes. 

In number 1, the first two verbs ("was") are in the past tense; the third ("falls") is in the present. Why? There's no logical reason for the shift, so the tense is inconsistent. Change "falls" to "fell" and you have no problem.

In number 2, the first verb ("barks") is in the present tense; the second ("crawled") is in the past. Again, there is no logical reason for the shift. Switch "crawled" to "crawls," and you're okay. (Obviously which verb or verbs you change will depend on the meaning of your sentences.) 

If you haven't noticed, the key to all this is logical reason. If you need to make a tense shift for your ideas to make sense, then make it. If you write a sentence like, "I live in Amarillo, but two years ago I lived in Atlanta."--there's nothing wrong. You're showing a logical relation between the past and the present.

Pronouns: point of view

To make sure your pronouns are consistent, check their point of view (the person they refer to). Person is nothing more than identifying who is speaking or being spoken about. There are three types: first-person ("I," "we"); second-person ("you"); and third-person ("he," "they").

Your point of view is inconsistent if you switch person without any "logical reason" (there's that phrase again). A couple of examples should give you the idea:

1. I like to eat when Peggy is in the backyard because you don't have to worry about her getting in the way. 

2. Even though Doc tries to keep her in another room, you still have to worry. 

Think about it. Why would "you" worry if "I" have a problem? I'm the one who's worried, so the sentence should show that: "I like to eat when Peggy is in the backyard because I don't have to worry. . . ." See the problem and how to fix it? 

A final suggestion:
In both sentences, the problem occurs with a shift to "you." Simply avoid using "you" anywhere in your paper. It will help your problems with inconsistent point of view, and it will make your writing sound more objective (but that's different topic). Trust me on this one!

How about a "Self-Test" to see if you really understand….

Think you understand consistency?

Verbs 

1. Underline the correct choice.

Sally went to the store and the (returns, returned) home. 
We watched the movie and then (walk, walked) to the coffee shop across the street. 
When the student asks a question, the professor always (grumbles, grumbled). 
2. Cross out the error in each of the following sentences; then write the correct word above it. 

I used to go the library whenever my wife is at work. 

The kids always clean the kitchen, my wife straightens up the den, and I worked in the yard. 
Pronouns 

1. Which of the following sentences are correct?
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[image: image4.wmf]When we visited London, we could see a good play every night.
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[image: image6.wmf]Terry didn't like to travel on weekends since you had to be away from home.
[image: image7.wmf]Terry didn't like to travel on weekends since she had to be away from home.
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