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	Comma-splices/
fused sentences
(run-ons)
Top of Form




Here you're going to need to know something about clauses, since comma-splices and fused sentences deal with two clauses that are incorrectly punctuated. (Some people call them run-ons.) Look at the following:

1. I leave muddy paw prints on the kitchen floor I get in trouble. 

2. I leave muddy paw prints on the kitchen floor, I get in trouble. 

Neither of these is correct. The first runs two main clauses together without any kind of punctuation. This is a fused sentence. The second joins two main clauses together with only a comma. This is a comma-splice. Both will get your instructor's attention! 

What's the problem? Each main clause expresses a complete thought. If you run two or more complete thoughts together without the right punctuation, they tend to blur. And the whole idea behind any kind of communication is to get your point across clearly, right? Anything that takes away from that should be avoided. 

What's the solution? Don't do it! How you "Don't do it!" is really pretty easy, since there are four ways to get rid of comma-splices or fused sentences. Find the problem clauses and 

· separate them with a period (.). 

I leave muddy paw prints on the kitchen floor. I get in trouble. 

· join them with a coordinating conjunction. 

I leave muddy paw prints on the kitchen floor, and I get in trouble. 

· separate them with a semicolon (;). 

I leave muddy paw prints on the kitchen floor; I get in trouble. 

· subordinate one clause. 

When I leave muddy paw prints on the kitchen floor, I get in trouble. 

Which is best? They're all correct, so the choice is up to you. Just decide which way sounds the best with the rest of the sentences around the problem. 



	


	Self-Test: cs/fs


Think you understand comma-splices and fused sentences?
1. Which of the following are punctuated correctly? 

Top of Form

[image: image3.wmf]Anne enjoyed her high school reunion, she hadn't seen her old friends in over ten years.
[image: image4.wmf]Anne enjoyed her high school reunion; she hadn't seen her old friends in over ten years.
[image: image5.wmf]Anne enjoyed her high school reunion. She hadn't seen her old friends in over ten years.
[image: image6.wmf]Anne enjoyed her high school reunion she hadn't seen her old friends in over ten years.
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Select the correct sentence from the following pairs:



Top of Form

[image: image7.wmf]When he mowed the yard, the dogs ran away.
[image: image8.wmf]He mowed the yard, the dogs ran away.
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[image: image9.wmf]The pen is on the table it's next to the phone.
[image: image10.wmf]The pen is on the table; it's next to the phone.
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[image: image11.wmf]The girl in front of me accidentally unplugged the computer. I lost everything I had typed.
[image: image12.wmf]The girl in front of me accidentally unplugged the computer, I lost everything I had typed.
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